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Thanksgiving Commission that was reinstated in
for 2004. He has been a clear voice of
consistent support for our youth and
A _H_K K GNTBJ families all these years. Looking at the
Ministry to youth who have been in his classes or
Youth at served as acolytes under his direction
RS- RSDOGL there are at least three dozen youth who
\ have literally grown up here over these Choir Recognition Sunday
‘\ years. Those youth will remember his
we will hono?gu\r(ogttnrfggga%u‘]tﬂne 8, influence for a lifetime. Thank you June 1
leaders who haveycommittedythem— Bill for your cqnsistent ministry in We give thanks for our dedi-
Christos name. cated and talented choir whom we

selves to passing the spark of faith to a
new generation. This year we will give
special recognition t8ill Houck who
has done that at St. Stephbenés for o
twenty years, not to mention his many

years teaching drama at Arroyo Grande

honor on June 1. They will present a
special selection of musical pieces at
the 10 am service that day which will
be their final Sunday to sing until Sep-
tember. The choir members give gen-

High School. erously of their time with rehearsals

Bill served as our Superin- every Thursday night as well as at 9 am
tendent for Sunday School for nine &= on Sundays. We are blessed with their
years, 1987 1995, during the time the ) offerings to us week by week. Special

Rev. George Ridgeway was here as thanks go to section leaders, Michael

rector. When Fr. Barry came, Bill be- Youth Sunday Bierbaum (tenor) and Rosie Parks .
came teacher of the Primary Sunday June 8 (sopran(_)) who have enhan_ced the choir
School Class which he continued for %%ilr?etgljaﬁ%tl iﬁlsst(r)uvn:zr?':;?;gﬁgks
three years. In 2000 we began a new

outh)(l:lass for Jr./Sr. Hiah gouth Each year atthe end of the  iyen by Cassandra Tarantino (flute)
Yy ST, HIgh'y school term we give special recognition

and Jennifer Sayre (harp). We are
blessed with much talent and most

grateful to Alan Boehmer, Organist and
Minister of Music for his excellent 0! |
leadership.

which Bill has taught for the past eight {5 oyr youth and youth leaders. This
years. Each Sunday Bill leads a discus- year we do that on June 8 to be fol-
sion of the gospel for the day, orsome | o wed by t he Al I
current news item to engage the youth  yonor our two graduating seniors, Troy
with faith issues. Many times his class  ga|dwin from San Luis Obispo High
hatlﬁ Pf]?PanEd ° dra”}at'c Pfiser_'ltat'ony School and Victoria Kellett from Moro Sy s m s m s o n e s oo s o e
el _er or sun ay orior OUI.' amily Bay High School. Each participating E ALL PARISH PICNIC
Christmas service. Sometimes the youth in our different youth ministries SUNDAY, JUNE 8
class has helped with lunch on Sundays \yjj| receive a certificate and our adult noon- 3:00

at the Prado Day Center and more re-  jeaders will be recognized. my Cuesta park: Raccoon reservation #ga
cently has prepared a monthly coffee Kathleen Pennington has led

"

hour for the pari s thePrmary Class alongwith helpers' € & church provides: Chicken -
had a work day 10 posHighland, Gail Taylor, Jeanne ' © By pread plates, utensils. ’ E
outreach ministries or beautify the Wright and others. Bill Houck has led ' ’ *n
youth room that we began using in the Youth Class. Kathleen has also You provide for potluck: ms
1998 and expanded in 2004. been the scheduler for the acolytes, A-O salad or side dish o

Bill was also Acolyte Director  headed the Liturgy 2000 bell ringers P-7 dessert. E
from 20037 2005 having served as an  an also led the Kidz Kwyr after ™u Call the office to reserve your ™m
acolyte himself during his days grow-  chyrch for the primary students. We Mg place. Adults $5, kids free. "
ing up at Holy Trinity, Richmond, CA. 5150 thank our Minister of Music, Alan '
Bill came on the vestry in 1998, serv- g g e h me r ' for his w ing
ing three years and was Senior Warden R i ngerso bell choi hache
in 2000. He served another term from 4t music to many of our youth. % %
200371 2005 and headed the Youth i B R R RN E e
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Fr. C. Barry Turner

Evangelism
in the Episcopal Church

May 167 17 four of us from
St. St ephenMagnetet t e
Church Conferencat St . And
SaratogaKathryn Bumpass, Gordon
Gritter, Ann Patryandmyself (Fr.

Barry). We went at the invitation of

our bishop, Mary Grayreeves who has
planned this event from the very first
day she came to our diocese. All par-
ishes in the diocese were asked to try to
come in groups of five so that we could
better take back our discoveries and
learnings. There were over 200 in at-
tendance and from all who went | heard
consistent praise for the powerful and
practical ideas given to us by Andrew
Weeks, the conference presenter. An-
drew Weeks developed this remarkable
event which he has provided for the
church full time for the past 13 years.
He is Episcopalian but holds these con-
ferences also for Methodists, Presbyte-
rians and Lutherans. This event will
undoubtedly be a strong boost to our
entire diocese as congregations find
ways of putting the hundreds of ideas
into practice. Conference participants
will be meeting in groups at the dean-
ery level on September 13 to discuss
their progress in becoming better evan-
gelists.

In the Episcopal Church we
have been very hesitant to use the word
evangelism and we have usually shied
away from being evangelists. Our
negative image comes from the wide-
spread behaviors of Christians that we
find inappropriate and inconsistent with
how our own church functions. An-
drew Weeks has dedicated himself to
helping Christians in the mailine

churches understand evangelism in
practical ways that we can understand.
Of many church conferences | have
attended this one must be one of the
most practical and also most timely
needed to help us offer the world the
message of the gospel in ways many
people are seeking. His goal is to help
churches become more AWARE: At-
tract newcomers, so that you can Wel-
come them in the name of God, Affirm
them as children of God, Respond to
their spiritual needs and Engage them
to become disciples.

First, what Evangelism is not.

It is not church growth. Church growth
as an end in itself will fail but it can be
a valid byproduct of sincere, effective
individual and corporate evangelism.
Are we trying to populate worn out
programs or to satisfy unmet needs? To
fill empty pews or empty lives? Evan-
gelism will falter, frustrate or fail if
you: (1. dondét hav
place (most newcomers will quit after 3
weeks of inattention), (2. are aiming to
balance your budget and fill open job
slots, (3. think you can leave it up to
one small group or think it is your
clergyds job. Eva
gational issue, not a denominational
problem. Size is not the issue; growth
is not the issue; the key is attitude, the
Awhoo is Ayou! o

Evangelism will succeed when
we try to get past the multitude of our
own external negative images of evan-
gelism which inhibit so many of us and
overcome our internal negative issues
and put our trust in the Holy Spirit.

Our general discomfort with evangel-
ism that creates personal hurdles are:
(1. cultural conditioning about not dis-
cussing personal issues, (2. inexperi-
ence in discussing broad or personal
faith issues and beliefs, (3. uncertainty
about faith and belief, and (4. ignorance
of Christian and denominational specif-
ics.

Evangelism will succeed when
you: (1. recognize that in churches, the
O6processd of every
tant as the oO6produ
activity, (2. work from your strengths
while trying to achieve greater balance
by remedying your weaknesses, and (3.
are realistic about the limits of change
within the culture of your congregation.

These were some of the intro-
ductory points made about evangelism
which were then put in the context of
our church and the new generations in
todaybés western worl
the Church to come is that we are in a
transition. We are moving from a
church sustained by a homogeneous
Christian society and almost identical
to it -- to a church made up of those
who have reached personally a clearly
and explicitly responsible decision of
faith. It is the end of Christendom and
the rebirth of Chri
western world is much more like the
world of 100 AD than that of 1950. It
is no longer Christiattentric. The
realities of recovery require transform-
ing change. Our situation has evolved
and now there is a new opportunity
ahead. The most effective way to deal
with change is to help create it.

All day Saturday we covered
practical aspects of evangelisminthee s i
broad areas of Marketing, Greeting,
Communications, and Managing
Growth. In small groups we did a cri-
tigue of each otherods
tins, visitor brochures, etc. Andrew
Weeks gave an intelligent, logical andr e -
common sense analysis of how we do
things in our church that we become
blind to simply out of familiarity, ways
of doing and being that make us an
insulated suizulture. He did his best
to open our eyes to see in fresh ways
and | dm sure all
have lots of new insights on how to
become better evangelists in our time
and place. Our own committee from
St. Stephends will tr
our learnings to the vestry, ministry
groups and the entire congregation.

Again, we are reminded that successful
evangelism is not just for a small group
but for the entire congregation so we
look forward to learning together.
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even morev and, although the regular attendees have fluctuated
somewhat, generally some 112 people usually come to each
monthly dinner meeting, and there is always room for mo@ur
May 15, 2008 book selections have been truly eclectic, ranging from pure fiction to
religious topics, from biographical tellls, to inspirational, educa-
tional, and/or thought-provoking themes.& }E $Z u}*3 % ES A

While researching the history of tackled books that we might not have read but for their having been
Family Services Center (now named|  recommended by someone in the group, and most of the books have
the Community Counseling Centen), | 5r6y0ked both interesting discussions and pure pleasure at having
read many of the early agency Board of . . .

been exposed to new ideas and informatidncan recall only one

Director minutes that included the fa¢ - . _
that this agency had its first office in book that we spent three months on and finally unanimously decided

your church and that the church was NS§Z §[e Vv}IuPZJ

very generous and did not charge any -

rent for a very long tlmeArIene Ch_an /v 1110 A & ES A] §Z ' (E TRred DS of Thard

dler also talked about this when I inter- A . . E E TR RIE d- The M f

viewed her for history articles in our v S }v S} : }Rapwre[Exposed: The essage Y

newsletter. Hope in The Book of Revelatiwa book we had heard about during

_ one of the Lenten Soup Suppgemograms. Now we are in the middle
Our agency is now 40 years old and - ot \jysteries of the Middle Ages: And the Beginning of the Modern

has grown tremendouslyVe had N . . A .

1,000 client calls for counseling and quldU SZ 0 S S .}(.dZ}iu g ZJOO[‘ ,].V_F.) * }( 18

information last yearWe have 47 prot ~ which we have read, beginning witbow the Irish Saved Civiliza-

fessional therapists who volunteered ~ tjon. At our next meeting on June 23, we will be deciding upon a new

4,363 hours last year to provide therapy . . .
to people whdhave a low income and book to begin reading and, as usual, there will probably be several

no insurance St. Stephen's generosity ~ INteresting suggestions from which to choose.
got us going in 1968.

Dear Father Turner,

—

Our gettogethers have proved to be not only miakpanding but

If you can make it to our anniversary g|so an opportunity to enjoy good wine, good food, and delightful
celebration, we would love to meet company. The menu usually results from roumdbin volunteering
you. [Community Counseling Center i . .. .
celebrates their 40th Anniversary with ~@nd, besides turning out to be delicious every time, there always
an Open House, Friday, June 20, from seems to be plenty no matter how many turn upWe usually meet
4-6pm] the last Monday of the month. The next meeting is June 23 at 6:00

pm in the Boydston Room.

=

Sincerely,

Binah Polay . N Lo

Executive Director AYYXXSZ JvAlsS S]iv ]e tpus sZ & (3 E
Community Counseling Center anyone in our Church family to come

1129 Marsh St. and join us!

San Luis Obispo, CA




