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What would 
summer be with-
out Strawberry 
Shortcake and  

Entertainment?  
 

Join the Parish Council at St. Stephenôs 

Ramsden Hall for three short and sweet 

numbers and shortcake too! 

 July 27th at 4:00pm  

For the debut performance of  St. 

Stephenôs own Readerôs Theater Group 

featuring: Diane Levison, Josephine 

Crawford, Gina Hafemeister, Jim Wall, 

Jim Murphy and Bob Misson.  
 
Admission is $10. This project is to 

raise money for Outreach. Most of the 

money raised remains in the county and 

all of it goes to organizations dealing 

with the hungry, homeless, children, 

disaster relief, battered women and a 

host of other worth causes. None of it 

goes to running the parish.  
 
Please make reservations before July 

22 by calling the St. Stephenôs church 

office at 543-7212.  

Lynn Wiech, President, Parish Council 

Photography Date 

Still Available  
 

 St. Stephenôs finished our two 

days of photography June 13 ï 14.  If 

you were one of the many who missed 

the chance for a free 8 x 10 high quality 

photo of you or your family there is 

still another chance.  There are some 

evening times open on July 7 at the 

First Presbyterian Church of Grover 

Beach, 1830 Farroll Rd.; call the office 

473-2766.  Or call the church office at 

St. Stephenôs for assistance.  There 

may be a few dates possible August 2, 

4, & 5th again in Grover Beach and in 

Arroyo Grande.  Your participation in 

this project will be greatly appreciated. 

 Youôve no doubt seen the bul-

letin enclosures provided each Sunday 

describing the history and focus of the 

2008 Lambeth Conference to be held 

this summer, July 16 through August 3.  

The series of nine brief articles pro-

vided by Episcopal Life Weekly are an 

informative summary.  These have 

been assembled into one packet and 

printed full size (8x10) and are avail-

able at the back of the church.  This 

summer is a good opportunity to take 

some time to study and become more 

familiar with this important conference 

of Anglican bishops from the entire 

communion which takes place only 

once every ten years.   

 Gordon Gritter, a long time 

deputy from El Camino Real to Gen-

eral Convention, will lead a discussion 

of the Lambeth Conference.  Please 

pick up the printed material at the back 

of the church and bring your questions 

and insights.  There is so much going 

on with the entire Anglican Commun-

ion and this summer will be another 

opportunity to see the ways our com-

munion is growing and changing.  The 

discussion date is still being determined 

but will be toward the end of July.  

Watch the bulletin for specifics. 

Habitat for Humanity Project  

The work in Atascadero on the HFH 

project is well underway with profes-

sionals currently at work on founda-

tions, connections to city services, etc.  

We amateurs begin in late July, and St 

Stephens will need to provide two 

workers for one day a month for four 

months.  Also, volunteers are needed to 

prepare lunches for some days.  If you 

can participate in work days or in lunch 

preparation, please contact Mark  

Waters @ 544-3693. 

 

The financial commitment to the pro-

ject of $2,000 has essentially been met 

ï we are a few dollars short.  Anyone 

interested in supporting this very 

worthwhile project please consider a 

donation.  HFH will start another simi-

lar project in Grover Beach in 2009, 

and additional funds are always needed 

and will be put to good use for our lo-

cal community. 

I arrived at Bangkok more than three 

weeks ago, and Kathy, Jane, and Mar-

shall joined me one week ago.  I am 

teaching Macroeconomic Theory I and 

Chulalongkorn University, and Kathy 

is acting as my assistant.  Jane is audit-

ing my course, in spite of never having 

had any calculus or economics.  Mar-

shall is getting ready for a two week 

adventure at a camp in Chang Mai, a 

city in the north of Thailand located at 

the foot of the mountains. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Lambeth Conference  
Discussion Group  

Greetings from 

Eric Fisher in 

Thailand 
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Archbishop Rowan Williamsô 

Vision for Lambeth 2008  

The Archbishop of Canterbury 

today set out his hopes for this yearôs 

Lambeth Conference in a video mes-

sage addressed to Bishops and Dioceses 

across the worldwide communion.  He 

writes, ñI have encouraged people 

across the Communion to prepare for 

the Lambeth Conference not only by 

praying for Bishops as they gather but 

also by sharing some of the material 

that has been provided for Bible study 

at the Conference- sharing in reflection 

on St Johnôs Gospel - so that Bishops 

and their people and their clergy will in 

the months ahead be going through the 

same kinds of processes of thinking and 

praying around St Johnôs Gospel that 

will lay the foundations for what we 

hope to achieve at the Lambeth Confer-

ence.ò  You may find a podcast of the 

Archbishopôs message as well as the 

bible studies, and conference topics at 

the Lambeth Conference Home page: 

www.lambethconference.org.  The fol-

lowing is a transcript of the 

Archbishopôs video.   

ñEvery ten years the Bishops 

of the Anglican Communion worldwide 

meet for the Lambeth Conference. 

They have been doing it like this for 

over a century now. It was an idea 

which one of the Archbishops of Can-

terbury in the 19th century had as he 

recognised that what had begun simply 

as the Church of England and the 

Church in other bits of the British Isles 

and in Ireland; that Church had become 

something rather different. It had be-

come an international body drawing in 

people of many, many different lan-

guages and cultures and it was growing 

very rapidly in Asia and above all in 

Africa because of the efforts of heroic 

missionaries.  

The Archbishop who began 

the Lambeth Conference, Charles 

Longley, was somebody who had a 

vision of the Anglican identity, the An-

glican way of being Christian, as some-

thing that was no longer just confined 

to the British Isles or to North America 

but that was in principle becoming a 

universal reality and he wanted Bishops 

speaking for those new communities, 

those different Anglican communities 

across the world, to be able to share 

with one another what their priorities 

were, their concerns and their hopes, 

and that has always been at the very 

heart of the Lambeth Conference.  

It has never been a legislative 

body, though it has made decisions and 

recommendations. It has never just 

been a talking shop. It has been a place 

where Bishops come to pray together, 

to read the Bible together and quite 

simply to help one another to be Bish-

ops.  

This yearôs Lambeth Confer-

ence has a very special focus on just 

that. We want to see this yearôs confer-

ence as an occasion when Bishops learn 

how to be better Bishops; and because 

of what we believe about the Church 

overall, we believe that Bishops learn 

to be better Bishops when they are 

learning from one another - learning 

from people working in very different 

contexts with very different ideas and 

challenges to deal with.  

Weôve focused this years plan-

ning on equipping Bishops for their 

mission that means that weôve had a 

think quite seriously about the way we 

do our business this year. That is why 

we have created a number of different 

levels at which Bishops will be able to 

meet; the small Bible study groups 

where people will we hope feel safe 

enough to share some of the most inti-

mate things about their faith and their 

situation, the middle sized groups for 

discussion of larger issues.  

Fr. C. Barry Turner We have given these the Afri-

can name of indaba groups, groups 

where in traditional African culture, 

people get together to sort out the prob-

lems that affect them all, where every-

one has a voice and where there is an 

attempt to find a common mind or a 

common story that everyone is able to 

tell when they go away from it. This is 

how we approached it. This is what we 

heard. This is where we arrived as we 

prayed and thought and talked together  

And of course thereôll be the 

occasions when the whole conference 

meets together to consider what it 

wants to say as a whole to the world 

and to listen to the speakers we have 

invited from the world of politics and 

international affairs, from other 

Churches and so on, what those other 

people have to say to us.  

At the heart of the whole An-

glican Communion is relationship. We 

have never been a body that is bound 

together by firm and precise rules and 

that is often, as it is at the moment, a 

matter of some real concern and some 

confusion in our life as a communion.  

We donôt want at the Lambeth 

Conference to be creating a lot of new 

rules but we do obviously need to 

strengthen our relationships and we 

need to put those relationships on an-

other footing, slightly firmer footing, 

where we have promised to one another 

that this is how we will conduct our life 

together. And it is in that light that at 

this year we are discussing together the 

proposal for what we are calling a 

covenant between the Anglican 

Churches of the world. A covenant. A 

relationship of promise. We undertake 

that this is how we will relate to one 

another; that when these problems oc-

cur, that this is how we will handle 

them together, that this is how advice 

will be given and shared and that this is 

how decisions and discernment can be 

taken forward.  

That is a very a big part of 

what we will be looking at this year but 

it is not everything because no cove-

nant, no arrangement of that sort is 

worth the paper it is written on if it 

doesnôt grow out of the relationships 
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that are built as people pray together 

and share their lives together over tow 

and a half weeks. And to try and under-

line, we have also decided that this year 

we are going to begin the Lambeth 

Conference with a couple of days of 

retreat, of quiet prayer and reflection. 

There will be addresses. There will be a 

lot of open space and open time where 

people can just be alone with God, to 

think deeply about what they want 

from the conference and perhaps have 

the opportunity to talk quietly with one 

of two others about their hopes and 

fears.  

What I would really most like 

to see in this years Lambeth Confer-

ence is the sense that this is essentially 

a spiritual encounter. A time when peo-

ple are encountering God as they en-

counter one another, a time when peo-

ple will feel that their life of prayer and 

witness is being deepened and their 

resources are being stretched. Not a 

time when we are being besieged by 

problems that need to be solved and 

statements that need to be finalised, but 

a time when people feel that they are 

growing in their ministry. 

  And for that to happen once 

again, we are going to need the prayers 

and the support of so many people 

around the world. Yes this is a confer-

ence for Bishops, not for Bishops with 

their clergy and laity as so often hap-

pens but primarily for Bishops. A rec-

ognition that Bishops just do have dis-

tinctive responsibilities in the Church 

and that they need to think about what 

those special responsibilities mean, but 

all of that will only make sense if those 

responsibilities are exercised with and 

for all the Christian people of the Com-

munion. And that is why I have encour-

aged people across the Communion to 

prepare for the Lambeth Conference 

not only by praying for Bishops as they 

gather but also by sharing some of the 

material that has been provided for 

Bible study at the Conference- sharing 

in reflection on St Johnôs Gospel - so 

that Bishops and their people and their 

clergy will in the months ahead be go-

ing through the same kinds of proc-

esses of thinking and praying around St 

Johnôs Gospel that will lay the founda-

land of St. Helena  in the south Atlan-

tic. 

  

There is also a Thai language congre-

gation, and I am not so familiar with 

them.  A major concern of the church 

leaders is that many people in our con-

gregation are new Christians, so the 

services and sermons often emphasize 

the basics of the faith.   

  

The readings this month have focused 

on Nehemiah, and last week I led a 

prayer group on Chapter 8, when the 

Jews celebrate after having rebuilt the 

walls of Jerusalem.  They celebrate by 

reading the laws of Moses in pub-

lic. Our small prayer group meets on 

Wednesday night, and the high point of 

last week for me was a moment when a 

Thai woman explained that she was a 

new Christian, having experienced an 

epiphany six weeks ago.  Her insight 

was that all the statues of Buddha really 

had been built by man, but God was 

eternal. 

  

It is reassuring for me that the King of 

Thailand encourages--indeed gives 

patronage to--the Christian community 

here.  Buddhism is much more tolerant 

of other religions than Islam is.  You 

may remember that I lived as a young 

man in Morocco.  Proselytizing in a 

Muslim country is of course strictly 

forbidden, although there was at that 

time the remnant of a French Catholic 

community in the city of Fez.  It may 

be gone now. 

  

Cyclone Nargis had a bad effect on the 

communities of the lower Irrawaddy 

Delta.  I believe that about 35% of the 

displaced villagers are Christian.  Many 

are Karen refugees on the Thai border 

with Burma.  The primary mission of 

Christ Church Bangkok is to these peo-

ple.  I can give you more information 

about these activities if you might like. 

  

You can imagine that the local perspec-

tive on the Anglican Communion is 

much different from what we see in 

San Luis Obispo.  Peter Cook has seen 

in his life in England the decline of the 

Church in a secular society.  He built 

his own congregation there, perhaps 

(Continued on page 8) 

tions for what we hope to achieve at the 

Lambeth Conference.  

So please pray for the Confer-

ence and please share in that process of 

preparation, that reflection of Godôs 

word in the Gospel of John that will 

open up to us the horizons that we need 

in order to be better Bishops for the 

sake of a better Church. Bishops who 

are more deeply bound together in 

Christian fellowship so that their 

Churches may be more deeply bound in 

Christian fellowship; Churches that are 

bound deeper in fellowship so that they 

can witness more effectively, more 

convincingly, more transformingly in 

the world around.ò  

 

 Please pray for our bishops as 

they gather this summer and that Godôs 

Spirit will actively bring our commun-

ion together in new ways, in breadth 

and depth. 

 

  

We have been attending Christ Church 

Bangkok, an Anglican church in the 

Diocese of Singapore.  The rector is 

Peter Cook.  The parish is much differ-

ent from ours.  The expatriate commu-

nity in Bangkok is large and very di-

verse.  So Christ Church Bangkok has a 

comparative advantage in appealing to 

foreigners who fell the need to satisfy 

their spiritual hunger in English.  The 

leaders of the church are missionaries 

in Thailand, and they are more 

"fundamentalist" than we are used to in 

the Diocese of Camino Real.  It is re-

markable also how diverse they 

are.  For example, Peter started his own 

church in England before coming out 

here.  His "deacon" is my friend Ross 

Wilson, who is from Northern Ire-

land.  Ross's wife Sonia is the Church 

Secretary, and she is from Eng-

land.  The senior warden is Gerrit 

Booyens from South Africa.  Another 

"deacon" is John Cooper, a Brit 

who lived for several years on the is-

(Thailand continued from page 1) 


