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WESSITE FREE FAMILY PORTRAITS STILL AVAILABLE !
IMPROVEMENT

If you missed the photography dates for the Photo
Directory in June with Olan Mills there is still a chance to
get a free personal or family 8 x 10 portrait and have your
picture in the new pictorial directory. We are still preparing
funding, an upgrade of the church's the supplementary materials that must be sent in with the
websitethrough the auspices of directory so one more chance to have your photo taken is
"MemberConnect", a service offered by available. Olan Mills will be doing portrait photos at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
Concordia Technology Solutions. in Arroyo Grande on Monday and Tuesday, Aud. 4If you would like to make up
(www.ctsmemberconnect.net.) This a missed opportunity give the secretary at St. Barnabas a call-2a898%nd re-
service was developed to help churches quest a possible time. Just be sure to let them know when you go that your photo is

The St. Stephens' vestry has
enthusiastically approved, pending

improve communications withincon-  t o put with St. Stephends. This will b
gregations and to make themselves everyone include in our new directory.
better known to their communities.

"This would allow us to pre- B e e e e e e e e g
sent our elegant, intellectual selves :
more concisely to the general public” My EXperlence [ Ca”lng [
stated one vestry member. The ex- at EYE 2008 H H
panded website capabilities would also
include intercommunication within the I A” Keys I
congregation and within its multitude EYE (Episcopal Youth Event) i i
of organizations.That would help the was an awesome experience for me. |
"when is that meeting and what was |  got to meet new friends and learn new [ [
to bring?" syndrome, as well as the things. There was an ice cream social [ I
“just how many people am | suppose to to get us started. At this social, we were] I
call?" dilemma. able to meet new people and make I ~ I

friends. | met people from Texas, Kan- ‘\

The $200 alinclusive starup sas, Rhode Island, Nevada, Maryland, [ [

cost is not in the current annual church and other cool places. I

budget. The vestry is looking for (an)
angel(s) to cover that financing. The
$50 monthly maintenance (webmaster)
fee is being proposed to be covered by
sponsorship ads by congregants in the
arts and commerce.

For example, vestry members
Jennifer Sayre, harpist, and Gina Hafe-
meister, weaver, have both expressed
interest in $10 monthly sponsorship
ads. Other members of the congrega-
tion who are interested in sponsorship
as memorials or in support of their live-
lihoods, or are willing to undertake
partial or complete underwriting of the
startup costare encouraged to contact
Father Barry, Kathryn Bumpass, or
Jennifer Sayre within this coming
month.

We were put into small groups
the day after we got there. We met eve-
ryday right after the morning program
so that the sermon was still fresh in our

thought about it. Even though we did
not talk to each other very much the I
group as a whole bonded really well,
with what we shared.

Everyday we had a morning I
program and a Eucharist. The music
was uplifting and always had everyone I
on their feet. A great drama team
brought laughter to everyone and al-
ways had a good message.

Along with the music team
and the drama team were awesome I

(Continued on pag8) D
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The vestry would like to verify who

has keys to the church, the key let
and number, and try to collect som
of the many keys that may no Iong r

minds so that we could share what we [| be needed. We will be providing afj
opportunity after church this month

for all who have keys to feegister
the key or turn it in. All who need

d

key for their work in the many pro- 0

grams of our parish will be re

[

registered and given a list of respop-

sibilities that we need for all to fol-
low. We often find doors left

0 unlocked and for security reasons
[ we need to be sure who has what []
I key. Since there so many keys ou%

this may take some time but we as
your help with us as we attempt to
organize this better.
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Summer Events

Our family was delighted to be
at the Province VIII Conference in
Portland, OR from June 2628. This
was the second of what we hope to be
an annual conference for the western
dioceses of the Episcopal Church to
help raise up new learnings and leader-
ship in the areas of Stewardship, Evan-
gelism and Congregational Develop-
ment. The theme this year WasT h e
Greatest St orThies
conference was meant to be inter
generational and inteultural. The
worship times were very moving, the
plenary speakers were all outstanding
and the dozens of workshops were led
by outstanding leaders very familiar
with their subjects. Next year the con-
ference is being planned to be held in
San Diego and the theme being consid-
ered is along the lines of how the
church has a role in the global work of
environmental sustainability.

The goal of the conference this
year was to hear the variety of stories
of diverse groups within the church.
As we |l isten to
not only lift each other up but we
strengthen our communities and church
as a whole. Learning how to tell our
stories as individuals, as congregations,
as communities of various cultures is a
way to speak the truth and to witness to
Godos work in our
ingly global economy it is too easy to
have our own story subsumed in a lar-
ger, more general story so that we loose
a sense of who we are. A historical
example of that was the experience of
the Native American people whose
story was often lost in the face of the

E

on

European immigration into this land.

It is something that happens easily to

minority ethnic communities. We will

discover our richness as a church and
the richness of
discover the amazing ways the gospel

St. James, Paso Robles on August 1.

Mary has been Pastoral Associate at St.

Lukeos, Los Gatos
Rev. Claudia Jo Weber, who will also

G o be moving to Paso Robles with Maryv e
Jo serves on the faculty and as Dean of

has come to different people and places the Chapel at the School for Deacons in

at different times. Story telling is really
the work of evangelism. How do we
present ourselves to others in our com-
munity? How can we learn to do that
better?

Berkeley. We look forward to welcom-
ing both Mary and Jo to our deanery.

Some of us spent time learning
about this at the diocesan conference,
The Magnetic Churcm May. The
ideas presented and sparked there were
more that we could absorb in the short
few days. Those who attended and
others will be invited in August to
come together as the deanery and share
how our churches would like to put
some of this into practice. One of the
ideas being discussed by our vestry is a
revamping of our current website, an
interface that is critical in communicat-
ing with a new generation. See the
accompanying article in this newsletter.
The deanery event will be a time to
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hear what other congregations are do-
ing and to imagine together new possi-
bilities. All are welcome to join us so
keep watch for the date when an-

nounced.

Our family spent four days
driving to Portland and back. Both
going and coming back we traveled
through smoke filled northern Califor-
nia. Fortunately, the skies were clear in
Yosemite National Park as Matthew
and | left for twelve days camping in
Tuolumne Meadows and baglacking
to another High Sierra Camp at Glen
Aulin. Living simply in the majesty of
this great place has a way of connecting
me to soul and body that is very life
giving. We all look for ways to con-
nect with a world higher than ourselves
and the grandness of nature is certainly
one of the most powerful ways to do
that.

Thanks to our clergy supply . ¢
while | was gone, the Rev. Ken Beason,
the Rev. Faye Hogan and the Rev.
George Mackey and his wife Deacon
Judy Mackey. This month we will also
welcome a new priest and deacon in
our deanery. The Rev. Mary Morrison
will begin a new ministry as Rector at

General Information

The Witnessis a monthly newsletter published
by St. Stephends Epi g
Obispo, CA to provide information about the
parish to the congregation. Subscriptions are
free to anyone. Send request along with your
name and mailing address to the church officg
Donations to help offset distribution costs are
appreciated. Make checks payable to St.
Stephenods.

The Ch u-malhdilrsss ie:ststephen-
slo@gmail.com

The Witness Editor is Chris Kellett.
Contribution of articles is encouraged. Please
e-mail submissions to the editor atcskel-
lett@yahoo.com

The deadline for emailed submission of article

is Friday evening following the Vestry meetingr
Call or email editor with any questions.
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