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Education

Ongoing — THE HOLLISTER INSTITUTE: Education for all

The Hollister Institute provides opportunities for stimulating discussion and thoughtful

exploration for those who may not be members of a church (as well as Episcopalians). Now held

at St. Benedictds i n Los inbthe ®seasofthbZeaneey. ir e pl an
you see a course that interests you but you c
offered in another part of the Deanery. For more information, contact Donna Ross at

donnaross@charter.net.

June- MINISTRY TO THE AGED AND/OR THE HOMEBOUND i

3 Thursday evenings indune (5, 12,19at St . Benedi6:80tpns, Los Osos
Al never Ilmaywowh®tm tadr ai d | 61 SoundfanyliaroEvend o t he
people who are very comfortable visiting the sick and/or homebound often do not realize that

there is a difference between just a social visit and a pastoral contact. Is visiting the sick and/or

homebound a Christian obligation, or are we called to do more? Can we actually be instruments

of spiritual healing for another? Led by Faye Hogan; sponsored by the Hollister Institute at St.

Benedi ct &a molinformatitn, contact Faye Hogan at fayehogan@earthlink.net

June-July - DOES GOD PLAY DICE? Reconciling Evolution and Faith

3 Tuesday evenings in June (17, 234pm.and July
Presentations on evolutionary theory, the challenges the theory presents for people of faith and

the ways in which scientists and theologians have responded to these challenges. Led by three

scientists: Ed Himelblau (geneticist at Cal Poly), John Horsley (theoretical chemist at Cuesta),

and Rob Ross (biochemistatCalPoly) ; sponsored by the Hollister
Church. For more information, contact John Horsley at JAHorsley2@aol.com or 534-1450.

SeptOcti GOD, GAYS AND FAITH

4 Wednesday eveningstarting September 10at St Benedicts Los Osos 7p.m.

In the last few years the press has been full of arguments within churches over the full inclusion
of gay and leshian people, especially within the Episcopal Church following the ordination of a
gay man as Bishop of New Hampshire in 2003. In this class we will examine how Christians
have understood and understand sexuality, especially homosexuality, and why it seems to be so

divisive. Weol | | passades asanell ad the expenierecd oépeoplewtho fdBli b | e
that God calls them to be gay. Why do some <ch
only if youdre celibate while others wel come
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suchafussabouts exual i ty? Whatds the difference
church or synagogue? Led by the Rev. Caroline Hall, priest in charge of St Benedicts, who is
completing a doctorate in this subject area. For more information contact Caro Hall at 528-0654
or stbenedictsl@aol.com.

Oct-Nov- MYTH IN WESTERN RELIGIONS

6 Tuesdayafternoons starting October 7- 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Much of religious talk is mythical; that is, religions tell foundational stories which are not meant
to be taken literally but are meant to be taken seriously. We live, however, in a culture that does
not have much time for myth, that does not probe for serious meaning. For instance, how do
most Jews understand the following concepts: God as creator; the prophets speaking for God;
and Israel being the chosen people? How do most Christians understand the narratives of Jesus'
birth, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, and ideas of atonement and the trinity? What do
Christians and Jews understand by God as a person, a covenant with God, and an afterlife?
Discussions led by Lenny Erickson of St. PeterG Church; Morro Bay, sponsored by the Hollister
Institute at St. Benedict& Church. For more information, contact Lenny Erickson at
lenny8332@shcglobal.net.

Youth Ministries

June- PLANNING FOR RITE 13andJ2A7T June 15,1 p.m.

Rite 13 and J2A are deanery-wide spiritual formation programs for junior and senior high youth.
A parents and leaders meeting to plan for Rite 13 & J2A will be held at St. Luke's June 15th,
from 1:00-2:00pm in the church. This meeting is being held to plan the necessary details to
ensure the continuation of these programs. All parents and leaders interested in furthering this
endeavor are urged to attend! The current Rite 13 group of young people has graduated, so we
will look at forming a J2A class for them as well as a new Rite 13 for 6th-8th grade students. For
more information contact Matthew Conrad at 466-0379 or Neita Oates at neita@charter.net.

June-July i SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT OPENINGS June 28July 5

There are some openings for high school youth to attend the Sierra Service Project mission trip
to the Walker River Paiute/Shoshone Reservation in Nevada. Some youth have canceled due to
needing to attend summer school so this is a last minute opportunity to join this mission trip.
Check it out if you want to see Bishop Mary pounding nails! Contact Leann Brooks 550-9832,
466-1060, leannbrooks@hotmail.com immediately if you know of any high school youth who
would benefit from a week of service. Inquire about openings for adult counselors as well.

College Ministries

Berkeley Johnson, Episcopal Chaplain at Cal Poly, vate to members of the Deanery:
Please keep in the forefront of your prayers for this ministry our need for funding. As most of
you know, this coming school year we will receive the second half of our grant from the national
church. After that, it will be up to us to keep the ministry going, and simply maintaining the
chapl ai nés pos.i itimedenel, waith fundifgéor poograms aedrextpensksawill f

take a significant increase in our financial commitment as individuals, parishes, and as a deanery.

bet we
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The Canterbury ministry was not created to di
find ways to keep it going.

Berkeley also wrote to Cal Poly students\We give thanks to and for all the deanery churches
we visited and the folks we encountered along the way. We give thanks for our partners in
campus ministry.... We give thanks to the Canterbury Ministry Board, the SLO Deanery, the
Diocese of EI Camino Real, Province VIII and the national Episcopal Church's Higher Education
offices for making this ministry possible. And finally, we give thanks to God in Christ, who,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, makes all things possible.... So, we have built, as best we
could this year, the foundation for a ministry to carry us forward. | preached yesterday at St.
Paul's in Cambria about how Christ has called us to build this ministry on a rock, so that it will
withstand the floods and storms that will try to knock it down. That foundation is all of you - it
is every person in this deanery, in the diocese, and from the national church, that has contributed
to this ministry. Surely, you have all been a firm foundation on which to build and I give thanks
for all of you.

Outreach

Habitat for Humanity Apostle Build

The initial work schedule for the apostle build in Atascadero has been set and the dates for our
group of Episcopal churches are July 26, August 29, September 26, and October 17. Our
churches have pledged to provide workers and lunch for the work days. The work day is
generally 8am to 2pm. There will be additional work days scheduled as construction progresses.
The city of Grover Beach has accepted Ha b i tprapbsél for a build there when the Atascadero
build is completed. Please let Leann or Mark know if your parish is interested in participating in
the Grover build (probably in 2009). To volunteer, contact Leann Brooks at 466-1060 or
leannbrooks@hotmail.com or Mark Waters at 544-3693 or markhw@charter.net.

Deanery Communications

SLO NEWS' emailed on the 18 of each month

This e-newsletter aims to help local Episcopalians participate in offerings by other parishes and
reach out to non-Episcopalians (from youth to college students to young parents to seniors) who
may be interested in what Episcopalians believe and do. Monthly mailings will report on
deanery activities and plans for education and spiritual formation for all ages, outreach, peace
and justice, and evangelism. Share these items with friends and neighbors i and invite them to
one of these activities!

DEANERY WEB SITE i Planned for July

Rob Ross is now working on the new deanery web site, which will have links to each parish web

site as well as general information on the Episcopal Church. Talk to your parish webmaster (St.
Barnabas - Sherry Loomis; St .7 DReelCbfiilns St . B&obdRdssctSdsi Peter 60
Bill Morley ; St. James i Michael Coffin; St . B Kathlpdn éendirggton, and then send

your ideas, suggestions, and questions to Rob Ross at robertross@charter.net.

For the July SLO NEWS - send announcements tdonnaross@charter.net by July 9, 2008
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